
Ye Shall Be Clean 

ur study’s title is “Ye Shall Be Clean,” and the question we seek to answer is, 

“When?” 

My brethren and I saw a video presentation in Youtube by an individual about the 

regeneration. By way of summary, I think that it had some valid points as well as some subtle 

errors, and I really felt the need to directly address what I consider to be one of the more 

damaging mistakes present in the theology being promoted. 

The basic premise of the video that we saw is that conversion is not just a human decision.  

Many Churches teach that once you become convinced of a need for the Savior, you simply 

recite a prayer – sincerely, of course – and then you are saved.  Whether or not this has an 

impact on your behavior, if you were sincere, then you go to Heaven after death, or at the 

return of Christ. 

We have looked at this doctrine before, and of course the Scriptures directly contradict the 

idea here.  We read, for example, “If we say that we have fellowship with [the Father] and 

walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth.” (1 John 1:6)  Also, “He that saith, ‘I know 

Him,’ and keepeth not His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.” (1 John 2: 4) 

Some will reply that an “occasional sin” is not the same as walking in darkness, but John 

makes no distinction between an occasional sin and a recurring one.  He writes, “We know 

that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and 

that wicked one toucheth him not.” (1 John 5:18)  That word “keepeth” means “to carefully 

guard;” as a result of this careful guard, the wicked one does not so much as “touch” us to 

lead us into sin. 

Of course, no matter how much we “guard” ourselves, we have no power OF ourselves to 

resist temptation; it is Christ in us that overcomes, so there is no chance of failing to guard 

ourselves properly, or that the keeping of ourselves is somehow insufficient to prevent each 

and every sin.  The Apostle says, “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” (1 Th 5:22)  Some 

have used that verse to mean, “Don’t do anything that even looks like evil.”  Yet, some of 

what is righteous appears evil to the perverse sensibilities of the world, so that cannot be the 

proper use of those words. 

What Paul means by “all appearance” is “every appearing” or every kind, and every form, of 

sin.  This is not just “good advice,” it is a divinely-inspired instruction, and the next verse tells 

you the purpose, so that “the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your 

whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.” (1Th 5:23)  Now, when you realize that the “I pray God” is added by the translators, 
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This is totally incorrect.  It says that to every one of us is given grace according to the 

measure of “the gift of Christ;” that is, the grace that we receive is equal to the gift of Christ 

that we obtain when we accept Him as Savior.  “Christ’s gift” is not how much grace He 

decides we are to get; “Christ’s gift” is literally “the gift OF Christ.”  It is Himself, His 

infinite, endless life.  His gift to us is the un-borrowed, un-created, eternal vitality that will 

sustain us for endless ages through our connection with Him, and it is to that limitless degree 

that we have received grace.  We can never receive “more” grace than we receive the moment 

we become the King’s priest and child.  We will never be more “holy” than the first moment 

we take a breath as a born-again Christian, just as a mature olive tree is not “more” of an olive 

tree than a sapling. 

It is necessary for us to understand this, completely, for Satan seeks to undermine and deceive 

even the very elect. 

Really, we might give this study the alternate title of “The Gift of Christ,” because, just like 

the Faith of Yahshua, we must understand it in a new light. The gift of Yahshua, like the faith 

of Yahshua, is not just a gift from Him, or faith in Him, but it is the gift of Himself, and the 

faith that He Himself has and shares with us. 

Knowing this, we can allow Yahshua Himself to answer the question of “when” we receive 

these great blessings.  Looking right at the verses from Ezekiel, though, we can begin by 

identifying the ones to whom the Almighty is speaking.  From what I quoted, we read, “I will 

take you from among the heathen,” “Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you,” “ye shall 

keep my judgments, and do them.”  “And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; 

and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God.” 

Notice that those things are ALL future-tense.  It is not that they become His people, and He 

becomes their God, and then, sometimes afterwards, they receive the new heart and become 

clean, obedient, and pure.  The simple fact of the matter is this: The ones to whom Ezekiel’s 

prophecy was given were not yet Yah’s people.  Consider... if John, for example, tells the 

Church to “keep yourselves from idols,” where would we need to be in relation to those idols? 

Clearly, we would need to be separate from them already, otherwise the instruction would be, 

“Separate yourselves from idols.”  John’s instruction assumes his audience is already separate 

from those idols. 

Look at the passage from Ezekiel again... it does not assume any such thing.  Yah is not 

speaking to a people for whom He is already their acknowledged God.  He is not speaking to a 

people who are already keeping His commandments, who are separate from the heathen, or 

who have been sprinkled with water.  Israelites or not, these individuals are not yet doing any 

of these things, or the passage would make no sense.  Again, these things are all future with 

regard to the audience of that particular passage. 



Applied spiritually, to those who have not yet come into the “land” that Yah has prepared for 

them, it is evident that these promises are future... to those who have not yet received Yahshua 

as their Savior, and Yahweh as their Heavenly Father. Clearly stated, the passage from 

Ezekiel applies not to the Christian, but to those out there in the world that are being called.  

Now, once they accept the unity offered by the Father and Son, then those promises are no 

longer future, not even by an instant, but they are the present reality of the born-again 

Christian. 

As I said, we may let the words of Yahshua answer the question of “When?” 

We read, “Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you.” (John 15:3) 

“He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every whit; and ye are clean, 

but not all [indicating Judas].” (John 13:10) 

For those who had become Yahshua’s disciples, those promises were fulfilled.  For those who 

have become Yahshua’s disciples today, those promises ARE fulfilled... fully filled.  We read 

them today to know what we have received, and so that our joy may be full.  The true 

Christian does not say, “I will put away my idols,” he says, “By Yah’s limitless grace, I have 

put away my idols.”  Then, and only then, does John’s instruction make sense: Keep yourself 

from those idols that you have already put away. 

The New Testament speaks of the Old Testament promises as having been given to Yah’s 

people, for it is in Christ, who is the mediator of this New Covenant, that these promises have 

been made manifest.  It is in His life that we are no longer numbered “among the heathen.”  It 

is in His life that we are brought “unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ,” 

(1Pet 1:2) which is the water of salvation.  It is in His life that we are clean, and are the people 

of Yah.  Those who are “not all” clean, those who are still waiting for cleanliness, who 

believe that they shall have victory “someday” are still betrayers of the Son of Man.  This 

would be a “hard saying” for them to receive; yet Judas, who was “not all” clean, did not see 

himself as a villain in the Gospel records. Let all see themselves as they truly are. 

Such as these may claim to love Yahshua; indeed, they may betray Him with a kiss... but 

unless they have accepted His life, the full measure of His grace, they are far from the 

Commonwealth of Israel, no matter how well-spoken they may be, or how many things other 

than the heart of the Gospel they get “right.” We have seen examples of such speakers before. 

Yahshua says to the sinner, “Be ye clean.  Go and sin no more.”  Many read this and say, 

“Christ is trying to tell me to cease from sin.”  But they are identifying with the pre-Christian, 

not the redeemed; one cannot accept this instruction as “present truth” and yet claim to be His 

disciple already.  No, present truth is what the Savior said to those who had already given up 

the lives to become His followers, and to such as these He never said, “Tomorrow, I will keep 
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